Under Pressure

Try It Out

Make sure the rubber square with the hook is lying flat and centered in the
middle of the museum. Try to lift the rubber square by pulling straight up on the
hook. Is it easier or harder than you expected?
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weight. In this demonstration, the

air can't squeeze in very easily Molecules of air contributing to pressure (Image: acurite.com)
between the rubber mat and the wood base of the museum. So you're left feeling the weight of the
air pushing down on the mat while you try to lift it.

Why Does It Matter?

Understanding air pressure’s effects on the human body have allowed us to do all sorts of amazing
things. Flying in planes is possible because the inside is pressurized to mimick the pressure we

normally feel on the ground. We also try to mimick normal air pressure when we send astronauts to
space, because there’s no air up there!

Wonder While You Walk...

We talk about changes in pressure when we talk about the weather. Why would
low pressure be associated with stormy weather approaching?

Littl e F ree We host rotating exhibits on science and technology.
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